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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil, 4 PM
Sunday, 7:30 AM, 10 AM,

12 PM,  and 5 PM

Monday -Friday 
8 AM and 12:10 PM

Saturday
12:10 PM

CONFESSIONS
Monday: 11:30 to 12 Noon 

Wednesday: 11:30 to 12 Noon 
Friday: 11:30 to 12 Noon 
Saturday: 2:45 to 3:45 PM 

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday
9 AM - 4:30 PM

(The Office entrance is located
on Padre Pio Way, between the

church and the rectory)

 Second Sunday of advent 
December 10,  2023

CLERGY

PASTOR
VERY REV. CYPRIAN P. LA PASTINA

PAROCHIAL VICAR
REV.  JHON J. GOMEZ 

 

staff

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
ANNE MARIE MBABAALI

RECEPTIONIST
JUANITA EVANS

SECRETARY 
LINDA RUZZI

CHOIRMASTER & ORGANIST 
NICK BOTKINS

LAY MEMBERS OF THE PARISH CORP.: JOHN REGAN & ANNIE SCHRECK



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:
Monsignor DiGiovanni, Frank Carpanzano, Phil
DeFelice,  Ruby Lang, Barbara Smith, Jennifer
Iannarelli, Julia Oliveira, Gail Piria,  Julian Lucas
Randal,  Anthony Labrosciano, Richard Conti,
Junjie & Aileen Ibanez, Evan Gaine, Ram Jhunja,
Marie Anne Guillaume,  Leon Taricani, Joseph
Prevot, Rita Hausman, Michael Thomas Vaccaro,
Boniface & Mary DiProperzio, Monique
D'Auteuil, Sofia D'Auteuil-Traista, Nora Figueroa
Krap, Mary Ann Gascon, Louis Lambiase, Ewa &
Sylwester Indyk, Greg K.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE
RECENTLY DIED: 

 Thomas Timon, Anita Fasanelli, Alfred
Sanseverino,  Gordon Evans, Irene Sansone, Joseph
Kung, Mary Serock, Daniel Fronc, Mrs. Anna J.
Jones, Rev. Albert Audette, Mary Maloney, Paul
Mignogna, Laurence Hayes, Alfred Maffucci,
Aleana Armwood Stroman, Shirley A. Simmons,
Ron Cox, Terersa Szostak, Laura Lee Barzetti, Rev.
Dr. Tommie Jackson, Patrick Glynn, Kenneth M.
Mirch, Helen C. Annis, Elizabeth Barron, Albert
Stephens, Robert Nasso, Andrew J. Kirkland, Oscar
D. Guilford, Helen L. McNeil, Robert N. Brown,
James Farrison, Lois Cavaliere, Michele Cappelli

MASS INTENTIONS

of advent 

Sanctuary Candle: 
In Loving Memory of Joseph Kung 

req. Kung Family 
 

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 
Second Sunday of Advent

7:30 am, † Livio Colantone 
req. Marie Muskus

10 am,  † Ethel O’Shaughnessy req. Family
12 pm,  Msgr. Stephen DiGiovanni, Spec. Intention 

req. Legion of Mary
5:00 pm,  Angela Rosa Piria, Spec. Intetnion 

req. Family

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11 
Saint Damasus

8 am,  † Wladek & Willemina Falek
req. Daughter

12:10 pm,  † Dec’d Members of the Hart Family

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe

8 am, Jaiden K. Craver, Spec. Intention
req. Fabiola

12:10 pm, † Patrick Kane & Family 
 req. Estate of Catherine Kane & Family

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13 
Saint Lucy

8 am,  † John & Mary Maloney 
12:10 pm, † Saint Lucy req. Pugliese Family

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14
Saint John of the Cross

 8 am, † Edward Mulhaven
 req. Florence Krupa

12:10 pm,  † Francescantonio Annetta
req. Pugliese Family

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15
8 am,  Angela Rose Piria req. Family
12:10 pm, Charles, Spec. Intention

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16 

12:10 pm,  Julia Oliveira, Spec. Intention
req. Lilian & Alvina Ramos
4 pm, † Huberto Escobar

req. Family

 

Mass Intentions
The 2024 Mass Intentions book  is available for Mass
requests.  All requests are first-come, first-serve and
are $10.00 each. Please contact the parish office:
office@stjohnbasilica.org or 203-324-1553. 

second Sunday 
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BASILICA YOUNG ADULT GROUP 
The next meeting is scheduled for:

Monday, December 18th at 7:30 PM.

Any young adults between 21-35 years of age are
welcome.  Please mark your calendar and 
join us!  This ministry is made 
possible by Foundations in Faith. 

R O R A T E  M A S S
 Saturday, December 16th at 6:30AM 

"Rorate Mass," a special Mass celebrated in honor of Our Lady
on the Saturdays of Advent. The title comes from the first words
of the entrance antiphon for the Mass, which translated means:
"Drop down ye heavens from above." This reminds us that the
Lord came down from heaven and became Man in the womb of
the Virgin. 

This Mass is so unusual because it is celebrated early in the
morning by candlelight.  The celebration should be timed so that
the sun begins to rise by the time of the consecration of the Mass.  
We will celebrate a “Rorate Mass” according to the 1962 Missal
in Latin.  If you are an early riser, please join us! 

STAMFORD YOUTH GROUP
The next Middle School Youth Group 

meeting will be on   
Friday, December 15th

 Church of the Holy Spirit 7 PM - 8:30 PM

 

Dear Friends,
I want to remind you of some special events going on at the Basilica!
We will have a Rorate Mass on Saturday, December 16 at 6:30 AM!  See below for details.
On Wednesday, December 27, we will have the traditional Blessing of Wine following the 12:10 PM Mass  
for the Feast of our Patron, Saint John the Evangelist.
Finally, on Sunday, December 31st at 6:00 PM, in Thanksgiving for the Graces granted by God in the year
2023, we will have Te Deum and Solemn Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.
We hope you can join us for one or several of these events.
The month of December will be a busy one.  Please join us as we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Savior
here at Saint John!

God bless you !
Father La Pastina

P A R K I N G
Please, there is no parking allowed in
front of the church.  The spaces in front
of the church are for busses and
emergency vehicles ONLY.   



second Sunday 
of advent 

t h e  f e a s t  o f  t h e  e p i p h a n y
January 7th, Solemn Mass at 12 pm, Vespers at 3:30 pm

THE FEAST OF THE EPHIPHANY
Many would have us think the Christmas season ends December 26th.  Just look at how quickly
the stores remove their Christmas decorations.  The church celebrates the season of Christmas
from Christmas Eve to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord in the beginning of January.  In the
middle of this season is the Feast of the Epiphany, the day we recall the visit of the Wise Men
bearing their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
This year, we will celebrate the Epiphany on Sunday, January 7, 2024 with Solemn Vespers
(Evening Prayer) at 3:30 PM.  Please mark your calendars and join us! 

Te Deum and Benediction
Sunday, December 31st at 6:00 PM

There are many traditions associated with this time of the year. One of the lesser known is the singing
of the “Te Deum” a hymn of thanksgiving sung for special occasions. It is the custom to sing the “Te
Deum” on New Year’s Eve to offer thanks to God for the graces given during the previous year.  
The Church offers a plenary indulgence to those who participate in this devotion under the usual
conditions. (Sacramental Confession, reception of Holy Communion and prayers for the intentions
of the Holy Father within 8 days of the devotion.)
This year our choir will sing the “Te Deum” followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament at
6:00pm on New Year’s Eve. 



WEEKLY SUNDAY COLLECTION: 

Mass & Mail-In Collection: $5,612.80
Online Giving Collection: $5,853.00

 Total: Sunday, 12/3/2023: $11,465.80

O N L I N E  G I V I N G :
Our church offers Online Giving as an additional option
to support the parish. Online Giving is convenient,
secure, flexible and simple!  Visit our website:  
www.stjohnbasilica.org to sign up and get started.

The Basilica of
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Children at Mass
Children in Mass are gifts, not distractions! But if a young child does become disruptive, which is natural, please
be respectful of other parishioners and remove the child from church and feel free to return once it is appropriate.
Please do not let young children wander from the pew or run up and down aisles or disturb others.  Also, if late
for Mass, please do not proceed to the front of the church but instead occupy a pew closer to the rear.
Consideration of others & reverence help to maintain a prayerful atmosphere for all.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday, December 23: 

Confessions 2:45-3:45PM
Weekly Vigil Mass 4:00 PM

Sunday, December 24:
Weekly Sunday Masses 7:30 AM &10:00 AM
Please Note:  There is NO 12:00 PM Sunday Mass

Christmas Vigil Mass:  4:00 PM
Christmas Midnight Mass:  12:00 AM

Monday, December 25:
Christmas Day Masses: 7:30 AM, 10:00 AM &

12:00 PM

The Cardinal Kung Academy
Schola Cantorum 

invites you to join them for the second
annual service of  

Advent Lessons and Carols 
This Tuesday

December 12th, 7:00 pm
Basilica of Saint John the Evangelist
Come and recall the history of our
salvation through sacred scripture and
beloved carols sung by the schola and
congregation. The service is free and
open to the public. 





CARDINAL KUNG ACADEMY
Forming future Catholic leaders through 

Catholic classical education 
CLASSICAL 

An Integrated Curriculum Rooted in the Great Books
ACCESSIBLE 

An Affordable Catholic Education
CATHOLIC 

Steeped in the Church’s Tradition
PARTNERSHIP 

Supporting Parents as the Primary Educators of 
their Children
CONTACT:

admissions@cardinalkungacademy.org
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REGINA PACIS ACADEMY
Is an independent, Catholic classical school located in
Norwalk, CT, serving students in grades K-8. We offer
an academically rigorous curriculum from the classical
tradition at a reasonable cost for all who desire to attend.
Our families live in Stamford, Norwalk, other parts of
Fairfield County and surrounding areas in Westchester,
NY. Our goal is to form scholars and saints. There is still
time to discover how different next school year could be
for your son or daughter. To schedule a tour or to learn
more, please contact Kim Quatela at
k.quatela@reginapacisacademy.org

MATER SALVATORIS
Is an Independent Catholic College Preparatory

School for girls and boys under the direction of the
Sisters of the Company of the Savior. We provide a

faithful Catholic Education, committed to
educating the whole person. Currently enrolling

from PreK3 through 8th Grade for girls and from
PreK3 through 6th Grade for boys. Contact Mater

Salvatoris at (203) 489-0977 or at
stm.admissions@matersalvatoris.org. 

Visit us at stamford.matersalvatoris.org

PROTECTING GOD'S
CHILDREN:

The Diocese requires that all volunteers in
any capacity in the parish must attend a
Protecting God’s Children workshop. If you
have not already attended one, and volunteer
or anticipate volunteering in the future,
please register at virtusonline.org. Call the
parish office at 203-324-1553 for additional
information or questions.


